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Fr all Heſb 5 is as Grafs, and all i 
Glory of Man as the Flower of Graſs; 
the Craft withereth, and the Powers 

thereof i away, but the W, ord 
of the Lord endureth for ever: And 
this is the Word, which by the 6 
Peli 15 preached unto you 


RIFF TER the Salutation at the Be Beginning 
a : of this Epiſtle, the Apoſtle o 

I Thankſgiving to God, tor the — 
A beſtowed on thoſe to whom he wrote; 

=== eſpecially for their Regeneration, thro' 
Ins Mercy of God, and the Reſurtection of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and then proceeds to give divers Exhortati- 
ons to very important Duties; ſuch as Diligence and 
Sobriety in Hope; Watchfulneſs againſt com- 
— — Sins, and Conformity to God in uni- 
verſal Holineſs, with unfeigned Love of the Bre- 
thren. Theſe Duties are urged upon the Conſci- 
ences of Chriſtians in this Chapter, with ſeveral 
weighty Arguments, viz. The Conſideration of God's 
Nature an . * Cortainty of tho Judg- 
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ntione their ha 


away; and in the Words preceding, my Text, their 


being born again, as an Argument to perſuade them 


to univerſal Holineſs; and giveth an Account of the 
Cauſe, or at leaſt of the Means, hy which they were 
thus born again; that it was not of corruptible Seed 
i. e. in the Words of the Evangeliſt , not of Blood, 
vor of Vill of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man) 
but of intorruptible (Sced) by the Ward of God, which 
tiveth andabideth for ever : Then come in the Words 
of my Text, connected with thoſe that went be- 

fore, by the cauſal Particle For b, exprefling the Frail- 
ry and Vanity of Man in all his Glory, whoſe Power 
and Excellency therefore cannot be the Cauſe of ſo 


great a Work as the Regeneration, or Renovation 


of the Soul, nor produce ſuch noble and permanent 


Effects, as are found in them that are born again: 


There is need of an incorruptible Principle, to pro- 
gtice ſuch incorruptible Effects; and ſuch a Prin- 


_ Eiple is the Word of the Lord that abideth for ever. 


* They were regenerate to a new Life, not by any 


* human Mortal, but ſupernatural, immortal Means, 
even by the Word of Chriſt, who liveth for ever „. 


And this Account of the Coherence of my Text 
with the foregoing Words, will appear the more 
Juft and proper, if we conſider, they ſeem ro be ta- 


ken from the Prophecy of //aiah, Chap. xl. V. 6, 7. 


where we find almoſt the very ſame Words as in my 
Text. The Prophet in that Place, by God's Com- 
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mand, is comforting his People: with the Promiſe of | 
their Deliverance, from the Power and Oppreſſion 
of the Babyloniansy and at the fame Time foretels - 


the Deliverance of all Men, from a much worſe Con» 


dition than the Babylonian Ca *pOvirys by the Mefiab, 
and the Grace and Power of his Gofpel. For this 
Purpoſe, the Prophet is commanded to cry, or pro- 
— Abroad, All Fleſh is Graſs, &c. i. e. all the 
Power of Oppreſſors, when God cometh out againſt 
them, ſhall ſoon wither, or be as eaſily trodden down 
as the Graſs; tho' human Oppoſition to ſuch op- 
preſſing Power will not ſucceed, becauſe that of it 
ſelf is like Graſs, or like « fading Flower, and there- 
fore not to be truſted in, or depended -on. So in 
like manner, when the Meffah ſhall be revealed, and 
his Power and Grace ſhall be manifeſted, all O 
poſition from Satan, and the Lufts of Men ſhall be 
trodden down, or wither away as the Graſs, or fade 
like Flowers; and the Word of his Goſpel ſhall do 
that which no human Wiſdom or Power alone is 
able to do, in order to the Renovation of Men' 's 
Minds, and the Reformation of their Lives. S 

I hall ſtay no longer in confidering 'the Connec- 
tion of my Text, with the preceding Words, but 
inſiſt upon them as evidently repreſenting to us the 

Vanity of Man, as being frail and mortal, toge- 
ther with the 13 per Conſolation, under the Ap- 
prehenſion of this our Vanity, viz. The Pei 
or everlafting Duratzon of the Word of G 
Firſt, I begin with the Conſideration of the Va-- 
nity of Man, as frail and mortal; which is thus ex- 
preſſed, All Fleſh is as Graſs, and the Glory of Man 
as the Flower of Graſs, the Grafs withereth, and the 
Flower thereof falleth away. 

1. In order to explain and illaſtrate this Matter, 


we may obſerve the Apoſtle doth evidently make a2 i l 


Compariſon between Mankind and the Graſs of tbe 
F * I 


4 Fuieral Sermon on _ 


Field, and between the Glory of Man and the 
Flowers of (or among) the Graſs; and we need loox 
for no other Reſemblance, as the Foundation of this 
Compariſon, than what is here mentioned, viz. 
That as the one, fo the other is a withering, fa» 
ding, and dying _ And we may juſtly ſpeak of 
Man as being vain, ſeeing he is thus frail; for this 
is to ſpeak after the Language of the * Pſalmiſt , 
Lord, make me to know my End, and the Meaſure of my 
Days, what it is, that I may know how frail I am: 
Behold thou haſt made my Days as an Hand's Breadth, 

| and mine Age is as nothing before thee. Yerily, every 
| Man in his beſt State (or in the Words of my Text; 
All Fleſh, and the Glory of Man) is altogether Vani- 
ty. Selah; We find the Compariſon in my Text, 
in other Places of Scripture; as when the Pſalmiſt 
faith, We are like Graſs, in the Morning it flouriſh- 
eth and groweth up, in the Evening it is cut down and 
avithereth>. And as for Man, his Days are as Graſs, 
as a Flower of the Field ſo he flouriſheth. For the 
Wind paſſeth over it, and it is gone, and the Place 
thereof ſhall know it no more ©. Again, He (i. e. Man) 
cometh up like a Flower, and is cut down %. 
By all Fleſh, in my Text, we are ro underſtand, 
all Men; and Man is here properly ſpoken of with 
reſpect to his Fleſh, or Body, becaule that only is 
mortal, or that only withereth away; and when 
that is no more fit for the immortal Soul to inhabit, 
becauſe not fit for it to operate by, then muſt the Spi- 
rit return to God that gave it, to receive according to 
what was done in the Body, whether Good or Evil. 
For as it is appointed unto Man once to die, ſo after 
Death there will be the Fudgment ©, We are further 
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to take Notice of the Univerſality of the Expreſſi⸗ 
on, All Fleſh, or all Mankind, without Diſtincti- 
on or Difference; or let the Difference between 
Man and Man, here in this World, be never ſo ma- 
ny or great, in this they all agree, they are frail and 
fading, they muſt die and wither as the Graſs. 
By the Glory of Man, we may either underſtand. 
the better and more noble and excellent ſort of Men, 
who may excel others, as much as the moſt fragrant 
and beautiful Flowers, or uſeful Herbs, excel com- 
mon Graſs, and noxious Weeds; as St. James ſaith 
of the rich, They ſhall paſs away as the Flower of the 
Graſs . And we find by Experience, that Magiſ- 
crates and Minifters, and Men of all Orders and Con- 
ditions die. Rich and Poor, High and Low, Good 
and Bad, muſt all lie down alike in the Duſt, and the 
Worms ſhall cover them b. Or elſe, by this Expreſſi- 
on, we may underſtand the Ornaments or Advan= 
rages that ſome Men have above others in this World, 
which is the Cauſe of the aforementioned Diffe- 
rences and Diſtinctions; ſuch as Beauty, Strength, 
and Vigour of Body; Wit, and Learning, with 
other natural or acquired Endowments of the Mind; 
and Wealth, and Honour, and Power, in their ſe- 
veral Stations, or Conditions here in this World. 
And theſe 3 -m very properly be called the 
Glory of Man, becauſe Men are very prone to pleaſe 
and pride ' themſelves with them: Tho' as Men 

_ themſelves muſt die and wither as the Graſs, ſo in 
that Day, if not before, theſe Flowers will fall 
away. And, I think, that from the Nature of the 
Similitude, and perhaps from the Signification of 
the different Words © in my Text, we may be di- 
rected to take Notice of what is frequently yerified 
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8 Funeral Sermn.ou 
by Experience, That as Min himſelf muſt die, ſo 


_—_ and is the Decree of Heaven, that ſhall nor 
e 


eth thus, I know that thou wilt bring me 10 
and to the Houſe appointed for all living. And Solo- 
aun tells us, The living know that they ſball die b. It 
is commonly and truly faid, There is nothing more 
fure than Death. Holy David ſaith, No 
by any Means redeem his Brother, (or ſave his Friend 
from dying) he cannot give unto God a Ranſom for bim, 
that he ſhould live for ever, and not ſee Corruption e. 
And memorable are the Words of Solomon, There is 
wo Man that hath Power over the Spirit, (i. e. his 
_ own Spirit, or the _ of another Man) 76 retaiu 
dhe Spirit; neitber 
Dteatb; and there is no Diſcharge in that War ad. We 
muſt all of us one Day enter the Liſts with the King 
of Terrors, none ſhall be excuſed becauſe too old 
or too young, or too great, or too mean; there can 
be no ſubſtituting another in our room, we muſt 
our ſelves engage in this War; nor can we adjourn 
the Day of Death; and when we fight, we are 
Jure to fall. The Similitude in my Text is very 
proper to ſignify this our Frailty, for the Graſs ca- 
not ſtand againft the Mower's Sithe, but may be 
cut down almoſt as ſoon as it ſprings up, or before it 
is full grown: In like manner we may be cut off in 
the Morning of Life, or the midſt of our Days, 
by ſome ſudden Accident, or a violent Diſtemper, 
that ſhall baffle the Skill and Care of the ableſt Phy- 
ſician, as che Kindneſs and Prayers of our beſt and 


that which is called the Glory of Men, may fall away 


even before the Man himſelf dietn. 


(..) As to Man himſelf, he muſt die. This is ap» 


reverſed, as it cannot be controuled. Fob ſpeak- 


eath, 


13 cas 


ath be Power in the Day of 
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off the fatal Stroke: However, this is certain, that 
as Grafs, if it be not cut down, will wither and 
die away, by the ſcorching Heat of the Sun, ot 
ſome blaſting Wind that may go over it; ſo the 
incurable Diſtemper of old Age, will make our 
Fleſh to wither and decay, and Sur Bodies to moul- 
der into Duſt. As the { roogeſt e e they 
are not burned or blown dawn, will decay by length 
of Time, and fall to the Ground of themſelves; 


ſo the earthly Houſe of this our Tabernacle will 


diſſolve, and turn to Rottenneſs and Duſt. 
(2.) As to the Glory of Man, that may fall a- 
way, before the Man himſelf dies. And it is no 
uncommon thing to find a Man ſtript of all his 
Ornaments and external Advantages, and to be as the 
Stalk of a Flower, when the beautiful and odori - 
ferous Leaves are fallen away. How many Acci- 
dents may deprive Men of their Wealth ? Riches 
may make themfelves Wings and fly away, as 2 
Bird towards Heaven; a lying Tongue may give 
an incurable Wound to our Reputation; ſome 
bodily. Diſtemper may ſpoil the moſt beautiful 
Countenance, and enfeeble the ſtrongeſt Conſftitu- 
tion; and (which is yet more melancholy to think 
. 705 may ſo affect the Brain, as to deſttoy ur 

Aemory, and hinder the ufe of Reaſon. | And i 
theſe Events follow not upon ſome Diſtempers of 
Body, yet old Age will be attended with theſe 
Evils. Then fball the Sun, and Moon, and Stars be 
_ darkened ;, the Keeper of the Houſe ſhall tremble, and 
the ftroug Men bow themſelves; Thoſe that look out 
at the Windows, ſball be darkened, &c. as you may 
read Eccl. xii. O would to God, therefore, that 
Men were ſo wiſe, as to remember their Crea- 
tor in the Days of their — while theſe evil Days 
. "TD come 
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10 A Funeral Sermon n 
come not, nor the Tears draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 
ſay, I have no Pleaſure in them. ' 
2. Before we proceed to the Conſideration of 
the other Part of my Text, it is Prong that we 
make ſome due Improvement of this Meditation, 
that Man is frail and mortal, withering away as 
the Graſs, fading and falling away even like Flowers 
of the Graſs. And, e | : 


1. We may hence learn, the great Evil of Sin, 
as being the procuring Cauſe of all the afflictive 
Evils we meet with in this World, and which hath 
introduced Death, and every oy that is compre- 
hended under that formidable Word. St. Paul 

iveth us the beſt Account of the Origine of all 
Evil in theſe Words, By one Man Sin entered into the 
World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed up- 
on all Men, for that all have ſinned *. We ſhould 
hate and avoid Sin, becauſe it is the Tranſgreſſion 
of God's Law, and therefore, in its own Nature, 
contrary to God, who is the greateſt Good; an 
if this doth not ſufficiently ade us from a Love 
to Sin, and the Practice of it, methinks we ſhould 
look upon it as the moſt hateful, becauſe the moſt 
hurtful thing in all the World. Avoid this Evil 
therefore, Which is the Cauſe of all temporal Ca- 
lamities, yea Death it ſelf; and not only ſo, but 
deſerveth eternal Pains and Penalties in another 
World, which are called the ſecond Death. 
2. We may learn the Awfulneſs of divine 
Juſtice and Truth; of which there is ſuch a ſtand- 
ing Monument, in all Ages and Places of the 
orld, as that of the Death of Men, in Succeſſion 
one after another. We know the dreadful Com- 
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95 | as Rom. V. 12. | See 
| mination, 


In the Day thou gate ſt thereof, (i. e. of the forbid- 
den Fruit) thou halt ſurely die. And from that ve- 
ry Moment, wherein the divine Precept was vio- 
lated, Man became mortal, becauſe obnoxious to 
divine Juſtice; which did verify the Truth of the 
Threatning, in the actual Death of the firſt Offen- 
ders, and of Millions of their O * afterwards. 
Let us therefore ſay, Lord God Almighty, true and 


righteous are thy Judgments, whenever we bebold a 
dead IT or think upon our ſelves, and others, 


reatures. 


as dying | 
an 
alive. And ſhould we not ſay in the Words of the 

Prophet, It zs of the Lord's Mercy, that we are not 
* becauſe his Compaſſions fail nut. What 
a Wonder is it, that God 16 ers ſuch as we are to 
live? that he endureth with ſo much long - ſuffering, 
ſuch provoking Sinners as we have been? Why 
are not we cut down as cumber- ground Trees? 
Whence is it that we have not been cut down in the 


midſt of our Days, and the midſt of our Sins, and 


caſt into Burnings long ago? It is yet more won- 
derful that God /a/taineth our Souls in Life. How- 
ever ſo it is; that he hath granted us Life and 
Favour, and his Viſitation doth preſerve our Spirits b. 


z Let us admire and adore the divine Goodneſs 
| Patience towards us, and others, who are yet 


And it is becauſe we have obtained help of God that 


we continue to this Day ©. New what remains? 


but that we are careful not 79 deſpiſe the Riches 


of his Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and long-ſuffer- 
ing, knowing that the Goodneſs of God leadeth Men 
10 Repentance d. 8 
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4. We ſhould learn to be humble. The beſt 
of Men have no Reaſon to be proud of any thing, 
and yet yain Man is apt to be proud, almoſt of 
e If we find our ſelves inclined to 
pride our ſelves in thoſe Ornaments, or Endo w- 
ments; or Advantages, we have above ſome other 
Men, it may be of uſe to humble us, to conſider 
the Apoſtle's arguing, Ibo maketh thee to differ 


from another? And what haſt thou that thou did, 
mot receive? Now if thou didft receive it, * 


doft thou glory, as if thou hadſt not received it *? 
All that we have, is beſtowed on us by divine 
Bounty, as a free Gift; or rather, entruſted with 


us, as a Talent that ſhould be improved, and muſt 


be accounted for. But if theſe Thoughts will not 
keep us humble, let us farther conſider, how ſoon 
the Glory of Man will fade like a Flower; let us 


but converſe a little with the Dead in our ſerious 


Meditations; or rather think how ſoon we our 
ſelves may be free among the Dead; that our ſelves, 


and all our Honour, muſt be laid in the Duſt 3 and 
this may ſerve to hide Pride from Man. 


F. Let us conſider how much we are indebted 


to the Grace of the Lord Jeſus; who by his Death 


hath deftrozed him that hath the Power of. Death, 
that is, the Devil; and bath delivered them, who 
through fear of Death, were all their ©; fr ſub- 
Jett unto Bondage b. And by his Goſpel hath brought 
Life and Immortality to Light ©. "It were a me- 
lancholy Thought indeed, that we muſt encounter 
this laſt Enemy, and fall by his Power, had we not 
Aſſurance that this laſt Enemy ſhall be deſtroyed : 
It is very uncomtortable to look only into the dark 


| | and 


and dient Grave, - oe our 9 „ 

io rg, ſelyes muſt 82 1 we not by E 25 

ook thro beyond the Grave, unto t 
ms 


tare, whither our riſen, and al- 
Co TS: 2 — gone . to prepare Manſions 
for all his Followers; and Who has promiſed he 


will raiſe up them chat believe in, CES and give 
them las Life. But 8 through the js 60 
Grace. of the Lord Jeſus, we have Redemption 

through his Blood, even t on of Sin; ſo 

that the Sting of Death bein wing away, we may 
in the darkeſt Hour triumph and rejoice in the 
Words of St. Paul; O Death, where is thy Sting! 
O Grave, where is thy Victory / The Sting of Death 
is Sin, and the” Strength of | Sin. is. the. Law. But 
Th: ae be to God, ng" 71 giveth. us the Vigay 
through our Lord Feſus Chrift > "OP 

The Second thing in my Text, which 1 we. are 
now to conſider, is, the Perpetuity, or everlaſting 
Duration of the Word of God: This is a proper 
Conſolation under the melancholy Apprehenſion of 
our own, and others Vanity, as frail and mortal. 

If we conſider our ſelves, and all things rand 
about us, in this World, we ſhall perceive them to 
be withering as the Grals, and fading like Flowers 
and acconling to another [5 wow Similitude, 
22 like a Shadow®: How natural then is the 


Fog Is there nothin that is ſolid and dura- 
ble e nothing ſtab 


te and permanent ? No- 
thing that liveth and abideth for ever? To which 
we might anſwer, There is a living God, who will 
be the everlaſting Portion of holy and immortal Spi- 
rits z for the Spirit ſhall not wither and W with 
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the Body, but when the Duft ſhall return to the 
' Earth as it was, the Spirit ſhall return unto God who 
ave it*, As chere are things that are ſeen, and are 
but temporal; ſo there are things which are no? 
ſeen, and that are eternal Þ, My Text informeth 
us, The Word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
We are at no Loſs to know what is intended by 
the Word of the Lord, becauſe, in the following Ex- 
preſſion, the Apoſtle tells us, he meaneth the Jorg, 
which by the Goſpel was preacbhed unto Chriſtians. 
The Goſpel therefore of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
ſus Chritt, this Word of our Salvation, is the 
Word of the Lord which endureth for ever: And 
conſidering the Reference of my Text, to that fore- 
cited Paſſage of the Prophet, Iſa. xl. 6, 7. we 
may obſerve that the ag; aa of Jeſus Chriſt was 
reached by the ancient Prophets under the old 
Teſtament, tho* not fo fully and clearly as it was 
reached by Chriſt and his Apoſtles under the New 
Feftamnen. And St. Peter faith a little before my 
Text, that the Prophets enquired and ſearched dili- 
gently into, and propheſied of that Salvation and Grace 
which ſhould come unto us, and that the Spirit of Chriſt, 
_. which was in them, teſtified before-hand the Sufferings 
of Chriſt, and the Glory that ſhould follow 6. And 
the Apoſtle of the Centiles tells rhe Epheſians, That 
we are built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner 
Stone 4. And as Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, ſo his Goſpel, 
is the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever*®. 
My Text ſpeaketh of this Word of the Lord, 
as preached by the Goſpel, i. e. by the Mouths of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; for af he firſt it began to 
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the Lord, as made known to us by writing; and 
thus it is the very ſame for Subſtance, 
which 1 under the Conduct jel Influence 

ible Spirit. For what this Apoſtle Pe- 
ter faith elſewhere, concerning the Prophecies of 


the Old Teſtament, is as true of the Words {po- 


ken and written by the Writers of the New Te 
ment; that theſe holy Men of God ſpake,. as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt e. So that in the 
Words of another 1 All Scripture is given 
by Inſpiration of Cad *. I ſhall now explain to you 
this Property of the divine Word z and then ſhew 
you, what Improvement we ſhould make of it. 

1. I am to explain this Pro oP of the divine 
Word, that endureth for ever. e find the ſame 


thing aſſerted in other Places of Scripture; e. g. 


The Royal Pſalmiſt, among other excellent Proper 
ties of 's Word, mentions this, P/al. xix. 9. 
The Fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever. And 


thus he ſingeth, Pſal. exix. 89, 90. For euer, . 


Lord, thy Word is ſettled in Heaven, thy Faith» 
fulneſ5 is unto all Generations. Readallothe Words 
of our bleſſed Saviour, Mat. v. 18. Verihy, I ſay 
unto you, till Heaven and Earth paſs, ons jot or 
tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law, till all 
be fulfilled. And again, Mat. xxiv. 35. Heaven and 
Earth all paſs away, but my Words ſhall not paſs 
away. The Perpetuity or everlaſting Duration of 
the Word of God, may be conſidered with 8 
to the Los it l or 1 Effects. 
4 2. il. 4. 2 url If 2 Fe. i. 21. 2 I. iii. 16. 
| (i.) If 


i . 
them that heard bim, who were commanded to ga 
into all the World, and to preach.the Goſpel to every 
Creature d. But we are to conſider this Word of 


with that . 
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(10) If we conſider the Word it ſelf, ſo it endu- 
rech for ever. The Covenant of God contained 
_ therein, is as ſtable and permanent, and ſhall laſt 
as long as the Ordinances of the Moon, and of the 
Stars *; it is as firm and durable as that Covenant 
which God made with Noah, Gen. viii. 22. hike 
the Earth remaineth, Seed-time and Harve, and 
Cold and Heat, and Summer and Witter, and Day 
„ 7 EET 
© Under this Head, we may confider, the wonder- 
ful Preſervation of the facred Writings, that con- 
rain the Revelation of God's Mind and Will. The 
Books of Moſes (who wrote of Cbriſt ®) are the 
moft ancient of any Writings now extant, at 
were, it may be, the firft that ever were written 
and tho” it is true, that ſtrit Care was uſed by the 
Jews to preſerve them, yet it was owing intirely 
to divine Providence, that they were not loft when 
the Jews were carried Captive to Babylon; and af- 
terwards diſperſed over all the Earth, upon the 
Deſttruction of their —_ and Temple, and Na- 
tion, by the Romans. And as to the Writings of 
the New Teſtament, how wonderfally have they, 
together with thoſe of Moſes, and the Prophets, 
been tranſmitted down from. Age to Ape, intire 
and uncorrupted; notwithftanding all Rage 
and Malice of rhe Devil and his Inftraments? And 
when the Teeth of Time have devoured other 
Writings, that once were 28 eſteemed, ſo that 
many of them are wholly loft, and but Scraps ar 
Fragments of others do remain, yet we have the 
facred Canon ſtill remaining entire; and, thus, the 
Word of the Lord doth, and ſhall endure for ever. 
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But that which NAAR amd our Obſervatl- 
on is, that jon ſubject ter contained in theſt 
ſacred Writing ane is the Word of God, 
is not only of ot firm and fable Verity Ys "Bl 6 
perpetual Pareto and Uſe, v. > roy ans 

1. The Doctrines, or b revealed unto us 
thereby, ſhall remain ſute and certain for evet; 


when many common Maxims, and vulgar Ertors, 


that may Have been leg i Vogie: ſhall 'vatrifh and 


die away without Regard. It will always remain 
true, that is reyelted © in theſe Volumes, coneettimg 
the divine Nature and Perfections, and God's Re- 
lation to Men ; that he is a Spitit, infinite, eternal, 
unchaugeable in his Being, iſdom, Power, Ho- 
lineſs, Juſtice, Goodaeſs, ad Truth. That there 
are three that bear Returd in Heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, aud that theſe Three 
are One". That God hath naue the World," and all 
things therein, and is Lord of Heaven and Earib, 
and giveth unto all Life, and Breath, and all ibings b. 1 


That God fo loved the Lord, that be gave bir only 


begotten Son, that whoſoever believerh in him, ſhould 
not periſh, but have ee ing Life . That Jeſus 
Chriſt is come in the Fleſh*, and war God manifeſt in 
the Fleſh. Thar he was Es tered for our Offences, 


and was raiſed again for our mart hat be 


was received up into Heaven, and ſat on the right 
Hand of Gods. That there fo be a RefſurretHog 
of the Dead, both of the Fu and the Unjuth. Tha, 
Cod hath pointed a Day in which he will judge t 

World in 1255 by that Man whom be 1 


ordained i; even the Man Chriſt ee THR l - 
— 
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Wicked ſball go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, 


but the Righteous into Life eternal. To 
2. The Rules and Precepts of this Word are of 


2 Obligation: When human Laws do fail, 


auſe the Reaſon of them faileth, or may be ab- 
rogated, or altered, the divine Law contained in 
the Word of God, ſhall never be altered nor abro- 
gated; never be repealed, or grow obſolete. It 


will ever remain our Duty, #o love God with all 


the Heart, and with all the Soul, and with all the 
Mind; and to love our Neighbours as our ſelves b. 
That we ſhould do juſtly, and love Mercy, and walk 
humbly with our God<. That whatſoever we would 


that Men ſhould do to us, even ſo we ſhould do to them d. 


'Thar, eſpecially where the Goſpel is preached, God 
commands all Men every where to repent <. That as 


Repentance towards God, ſo Faith in our Lord Je- 


ſus Chrift*, is the indiſpenſable Duty of a Sinner, 


in order to his Salvation. That we ought, in con- 


formity to the Deſign of the Goſpel, zo deny Un- 
godlineſs, and worldly Luſts, and live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly; in this preſent Worlds; and adorn 
the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. | 


3. The Promiſes and Threatnings of the Word 


of God will remain unalterable. As to the Promiles, 
they are all 72a and Amen in Chriſt Jeſus, they ſhall 
endure for ever; ſo that it will be true in all Ages of 
the World, that whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh his 
Sins ſhall have Mercy b. And if we confeſs our Sins, 
God is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, andto 
cleanſe us from all Unrighteonſneſs i. That he that 
believeth in Jeſus Chriſt is not condemned, but hath 
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everlaſting Life. That if by patient Continuance in 
well doing, we ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and In- 
mortality, God will render to us eternal Lifed. Then, 
as to the Threatnings in the Word of God, they 
alſo are invariable; e. g. That he unrighteous ſhall 
not inberit the Kingdom of God ; Neither Fornicators, 
nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor 
Abuſers of themſelves wwich Mankind, nor Thieves, 
nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Ex- 
tortioners © : That except we repent we muſt pe- 
riſþ1: That be that believeth not ſball be dammed © * 
That without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord 
That if any Man draw back, God's Soul ſhall have: 
zo Pleaſure in bim s. FAS * 
( 2.) If we conſider the Word of the Lord, with 
regard to its Effects, fo likewiſe it endureth for 
ever; i. e. the Word will in all Ages produce no- 
ble Effects, and ſome of theſe El will abide 
for ever, in the moſt ſtri& and proper Senſe of the 
Words for ever. It may be, the Apoſtle in my 
Text, had a principal Regard to this, becauſe he 
is ſpeaking of the Word of the Lord as the In- 
ſtrument or Means of our Regeneration, or new 
Birth, when ' tis preached tous. But then weſhould 
remember; that the Word may have this noble El- 
— it muſt not only be duly preached, but it 
muſt be heard after a right manner alſo. In the 
Epiſtle to the Romans, St. Paul is ſpeaking of the 
mighty Change that was wrought in them, That 
they were dead to Sin, and alive unto God, through 
"Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: That whereas they were 
the Servants of Sin, they were now made free 
from Sin, and became the Servants of Righteouſ- 
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neſs; and the Cauſe of this happy Change was 
this, they had obeyed from the Heart that Form of 
Dedrine which was delivered unto them. Or as we 
read in the Margins wherefa, or whereinto ye were 
delivered, i. e. formed and faſhioned after the Tem- 
per, Nature, and Deſign of the Goſpel Doctrine: 
a when a thing is caſt into a Mould, it receiveth 
the Form thereof: To the ſame purpoſe we read 
2. Ger. iii. of the Goſpel, as the glorious Miniſtra- 
tion of the Spirit, to be permanent, or abiding ; 
by means of which, we do with open Face behold, as 
in a Glaſi, the Glam of the Lord, and are changed 
inte the ſame Image from Glory to Glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord ®. Cnr”. 
The Scriptures of Truth do often mention the 
noble Effects of the Word of God, upon the 
Hearts and Conſciences of Men. David, in that 
forementioned P/plm, wherein he ſpeaketh of ſe- 
 veral excellent Properties of the Word of Gad, 
dath alſo ſpeak of its mighty Effects; That it doth 
oonvert the Soul; and make wiſe the Simple; and re- 
Joice the Heart; and eulighten the Eyes e. In the 
New Teſtament, we read, that he Word of God is 
quick aud powerful, and ſbarper than any 1wo-edged 
Sword"; piercing even to the dividing aſunder of Soul 
and Spirit, and of. the Faints and Marrow; and is 
4 Diſcerner of the Thoughts aud Intents of the Heart d. 
It will caſt down Imaginations, and every thing that 
exalteth it ſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, and 
bring into Captivity (or Subjeftion), every Thought to 
the Obedience of Chriſt . God of his own Hill hath 
begotten us with this Word of Truth, that we ſhould 
be @ king of fir Fruits of his Creatures f. As it 
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is ſaid in the Words preceding my Text, by it e 
are born again. And as this Apoſtle Peſer ſaith 
elſewhere, We are made Partakers wy a divine Va- 
ture. e 12999 8 
Tpheſe are the noble Effects of the Word of God, 
and as thoſe happy Diſpoſitions of Soul that are 
called Chriſtian Graces or Virtues, (Graces, becauſe 
the Gifts and Operations of God iũ us; Firiues, be: 
cauſe of their Influence and Power, in the regu- 
lating our Lives) are moſt excellent in their own 
Nature, and in the trueſt Senſe, the Glory of Mans 
ſo they are permanent and enduring for ever; they 
ſhall not wither as the Graſs, nor fade like a Flower, 
When the Body dieth, and all outward Ornaments 
and Advantages do fail, theſe will abide in the 
Soul, and fhall be perfected in another State. They 
will be Part of our Felicity in another World, as 
it will be a great Part of Hell-Torments, that 
Men's Vices, or wicked Paſſions ſhall remain and 
rage without Controul, and without ſuitable Grati- 
fications; ſo that every Man may be ſaid to carry 
about with him here, and carry with him out of 
this World, a Heaven, ora Hell, in his own Soul. 
And beſides this, the glorious Conſequences of theſe 
happy Effects, through the rich Mercy, and fres 
Promiſe of God, will be everlaſting, or endure 
for ever; which are contained under theſe charm» 
ing Words eterual Life, in the moſt ample Senſe 
| and Meaning thereof; denoting to us Glory, and 
| HFonour, and Peace, and every thing that is needful 
| ard defireable to make us happy and bleſſed, and 
that for ever and ever. | £ 
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thus explained, we might enlarge on ſuch things 
as theſe. hat we ought highly to eſteem this 
Word of the Lord; and indeed we cannot put 
too great a Value upon it. Let us ſay with David, 
Ht is more to be defired than Gold, yea, than much 
fine Gold; and is fueter than Honey, and the Ho- 
ney Comb *. And with Job, I have eſteemed the 
Words of his Mouth, more than my neceſſary Food. 
Abart we ſhould evidence our Eſteem of this 
Word by ſearching the Scriptures. That like thoſe 
that dig in the Mines for hid Treaſures d, we ſhould 
ſtudy the Scriptures, 10 get Underſtanding; the Mer- 
chandiſe whereof is ' better than the Merchandiſe of 
Silver, and the Gain whereof than fine Golde. For 
Wiſdom is the principal Thing ———— That we ſhould 
believe and ſtedfaſtly adhere to the doctrinal Truths 
contained in this divine Revelation: VM ſhould 
henceforth be no more Children, toſſed to and fro, 
aud carried about with every Wind of Doctrine, by 
the flight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs, whereby 
hey lis in wait to deceive, But ſhould be ſtedfa 

and unmoveable, and earneſtly contend for the Faith 
evhich was once delivered unto the Saints s. 
That we ought conſtantly to regard this Word, as 
our Rule of Life, endeavouring always to conform 
our Heart and Life thereto: Taking beed to this 
Jure Word, as unto a Light that ſhineth in @ dark 
Nlace h. As knowing *tis 2 Lamp under our Feet, 
and a Light unto our Path i.— —That we be 
duly affected with the awful Threatnings, and eſ- 
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pecially do confide in the precious Promiſes of the 
. Boſpel. Knowing this is a ſure Word, and a 
tried Word, we may ſafely truſt thereto in all Dif- 
ficulties of Lifez and may derive comfort from 
thence, even when we are dying, and find this 
World, as it were, ſinking under us, and all hu» 
man Help to fail; and know, by Experience, 
the full Import of the Words in my Text, A 
Fleſh is as Graſs, and the Glory of Man as the Flower 
of the Graf, p Ä 
Iwill infift a little more upon two things, the 
firſt of which is proper for our Conſideration at 
all times; and the other, a ſuitable Meditation on 
the preſent {ad and folemn Occaſion. 1 
1. Let us be very ſolicitous to find thoſe happy 
Effects of this Word of God in our Souls, that 
will endure for ever. May this Word of Salvati- 
on prove effectual to the Salvation of our Souls! 
We ſhould remember, it is the Rule of Duty 
now, and will be the Rule of our Judgment here- 
after; for God will judge the Secrets of Men, by 
Feſus Chriſt, according to the Goſpelb. The Word 
and Will of God is contained in our Bibles ; it is 
often explained and urged upon our Conſciences, by 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, but let us enquire how it is 
_ entertained? Is it received in Faith and Love, or 
is it flighted and rejected? People are not to be 
diſcommended for their Care about the Manner in , 
which the Word is preached or delivered to them, 
but J heartily wiſh they were more careful about 
the Manner in which they hear it, or receive it. 
If this Word be not a Savour of Life unto Life, it 
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will be a Savour of Death unto Death a. I this 


Word prove not effettual to our Salvation, it will _ 


be an Aggravation of our Condemnation; and we 
ſhall wiſh we had been born in the darkeft Corners 
of the Earth, rathet than in ſuch a Land of Light, 
ag our happy Iſland; becauſe it will be more to- 
lerable, in the Day of Judgment, for the Tohabi- 


tants of Sodom and Gomotrab, than for ſuch as pe- 
Tiſh from —_— Goſpel. Let us then enquire ; 
ed 


were our bl: Eyes — opened, and our per- 
verſe Wills renewed, and our Souls converted, 


from Darkneſ; to Li 2 and the Power o Satan 
 wnto God >? Are we begotten again, and anctified 
by this Word of Truth? In a Word, what are 
we the wiſer and the better for our Bibles, that we 
Have had ſo long in our Hands? And for the many 


Sermons we have heard from the Miniſters of 
Chrift, the Preachers of this Word, ſome of 


Which are dead, but others, khroug h the Fa- 
Your of God, are yet alive; tho they are dying 


alſo, For all Fleſh is 45 Graſs. 
2. Let the Conſideration of the Per etuity of 


Sod's Word, afford us Comfort under the Loſs of 


the faithful Viiniſters of the Goſpel: Their Death 


is a Loſs to thofe that ſurvive, though unto them 
it is Gain; for bleſſed are the dead, that die in the 
Lord; even fo, ſaith the Spirit, for they reſt from 


their Labours, and their Works ſhall follow them e. 


'This is a "ſuitable Meditation for you in this 
Place, who are deprived of an able Miniſter of the 
New Teſtament, who had been your faithful 
Paſtor for thirty Vears; but is now in this World 
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no more. He will therefore no more gall the 
Conſciences of careleſs and ſecure Sinners, (if an 
ſuch are among you) by his Admonitions and ſe- 
vere Reproofs, and thundering out the. Terrors of 
the Lord againſt thoſe that ble/s themſelves in their 
2 we ſhall ha ve Peace, though ve wall 
in the Imaginations of our Heart, and add Drunten- 
neſs to Thirff* This He would do ſometimes after 
ſuch a manner, as, one would think, if Sinners 
were not quite ſtupid, and hardened to ſuch a 
Degree, as to be paſt feeling, they would have 
been ready to cry out, as the Devils did to our 
Saviour, Art thou rome to torment us before the 
Time? Nor will he any more be jemployed in his 
more delightful Work, as a Son of Conſolation, 
ſpeaking a Word in Seaſon to weary Souls; com- 
ing with the Balm of Gilead to heal the wounded 
Conference. - I — 4 5 . e e 7 2 8 5 55 
I need not enlarge unto you upon the manner 
of his preaching, who, for ſo many Years, have 
been well acquainted with it, and know ſo well, 
that, as the ſubje& Matter of his Diſcourſes was 
the weightier Matters of the Law, and the moſt 
ſubſtantial Doctrines, Duties, and Privileges of the 
Goſpel; ſo he treated of thoſe in the moſt plain, 
and familiar, and practical Manner, without af- 
fecting a vain ſhew of Learning, or utiing quaint 
Expreſſions, or needleſs Criticiſms : Vet his Ser- 
mons were ſolid, and ſerious, and judicious, and 
above the Contempt of the moſt nice and curi- 
ous. There was a remarkable Livelineſs and Vi= || 
gour, in his preaching, that was with Confſtanty, _ 
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Nor is it needful to enlarge before you, upon the 
Holineſs and Uſefulnefs of Pic exemplary Life and 
Converſation. For you are Hitneſes, and God alſo, 
how bolily, and juſtly, and unblameably, he behaved 
among them that believe z and with - how, much 
Wiſdom he acted towards all Men; fo that he 
obtained a good Report from all ſorts of Men, 

nd his Memory will be precious. I do not mean, 
K what I have ſaid, to inſinuate that he was 
wholly free from Imperfections, and Faults. No, 
theſe are to be found in the beſt of Men, whilſt 


here on Earth, and are more conſpicuous, or at 


leaſt more obſerved in the Miniſters of the Gobþ 
pel, than in other Men. But, I think, I may be 
confident, that no Man was ſo ſenſible of, or could 

more ſeverely animadvert upon theſe, . than this 
good Man himſelf did. Inſomuch, that when 
others had (as they ought) a very good Eſteem of 
his Abilities for, and Performances in his miniſte- 
rial Office, and, upon juſt Grounds, the moſt com- 
fortable Hopes of his real Goodneſs, and ſafe Con- 
dition, as do Eternity 3 he was low and mean 
in his own Eyes: He thought, and ſpake of 
himſelf, as leſs than the leatf of all Saints, and 
N ne queſtion, whether he might be 

o called. 


For, ſuch was the good Pleaſure of God, whoſe 


ways are unſearchable, and who giveth no one an 


Account of his Matters, that this good Man 


3 ſhould 


** 


SS % r od Eo Ah. Sora ro 


- : we, | : 12 | 2 
, D 2 1 i | Wh 
* N f , : *. \ Fg , 3 a , 4 U 
MF Jacob : Her. + 


ſhould be ws for puny Tir rogether, with 
"Weakneſs of Body, and ſometimes with fore 


Þ Pains, which hada natural Tendency to depreſs his 


Spirits, an diſpoſe him to Melancholy: 'And as it 
is very common to find, When it is thus with ſeri- 
ous Chriſtians, they are wont to be ſolicitous about 
this mal nk Queſtion, Is Ged my Friend or Enemy, 

inclined to DiMdeney, if ee bee allo 
to a De Deſponder y about their future State; thus it 


was at ſome Seaſons PRE ago and in all probabi- 


liry, ſuch melancholy Bay of Mind in- 
creaſed the Diſtemp of: wy J 50 Add ro this 
what the Apoſtle faith, We are 55  griorent of Sa- 
ras Devices. 1 tzekere very few, or none, had 
more free and intimate Converſation with him than 
my ſelf, about the Frame and State of his Soul} 
and think my {elf obliged to ſay this 'concern- 
ing him, thar I neyer met with any Perſon; that 
expreſſed more 8 er Sin, oe Abhorrence of 
— with ſelf. abaſing, and {cloathing,” and ſel 
ondemni g, than 2 ; at the ſume tim̃e moſt earn- 
ty deſirir „ and I doubt not ſincerely and di- 
H end rin After, A total Freedom from 
th Remainders of orryption. Sin was his moſt 
heavy Burden, and dg he was conſtantly be- 
wag and firiving = 2 J have pbſeryed to 
— 5 he Was 75 5 55 1 to of G: hy 

Thought n the awful Attributes od; 
ſuch as his erible NMejeſty, and ſtriqt Juſtice,” a 


perfect Holineſs, Je. and could not, without 


great Difficulr hs perfuaded to meditate upon the. 
amiable Perseo 'of che Deity; ſuch 12 Cle- 
mency, and "Goodneſs, and f ercy. He would 
indeed very frequently admire and adore the Pati- 
ence, and Long - ſuffering of God towards Sinners, 
2 towards himſelf in particular; and as his only 
1 Hope 
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Hope was in, ſo he would ſometimes even rejoice 


and be glad in the believing Thoughts of the Me- 


diation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the Propitia- 


tion for our Sins; and that he that believeth in 


him ſhall never be confounded, World 
It is no Wonder, if this his Diſtemper of . 
and Mind, ſhould ſometimes hinder his Uſefullnels 
in Part; yet he was laborious and uſeful in the In- 
ſtruction of Youth, which was neceſſary in order 


da, ? 
* n 


to his making ſome better Proviſion for his Fa- 


mily; and he neglected not his Work as a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, for he preached conſtantly 
twice every Lord's Day, till within a very little 
Time before his Death, when be was hardly able 
ro walk as far as the Place of Worthip, beſides 
Chriſtian and miniſterial Viſits to his Flock, - as 


* 


He was ſometimes in Bondage, by Reaſon of | 


the fear of Death; but God was very gracious 
to him, in that he apprehended not the immediate 
Approach of this laſt Enemy; for he went to Bed 
on Saturday in the Evening, as well, if not bet- 


ter, than he had been for {ome Time before; ha- 
ving been from Home that Day, to viſit a near 
Relation, and Neighbour, and, after ſome little 
Diſorder by a ſick Fit in the Night, he lay 
fo compoſed, that thoſe about him apprehended 
him to be raking Reſt in Sleep; till in alittle 
Time they found he had fallen aſleep in Jeſus. 
It was the Morning of our Sabbath 8 that 
his Soul took its Flight, and entered into that 
Reſt that remaineth for the People of Gd. 
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1 Ind now what rem ineth, but that we cm 

our ſelves, and one gtother,, with the Won of 
— The Wor of the Lord endureth for ever? 
J remember, when Sr. Paul was a Priſoner at 
Rome, and from thence wrote to Timo:hy, concerning 
his Suffering even unto Bonds, he tells him, be 
Word: of God was not bound; ſo ſhould we com- 
fort our ſelves with this Thought, tho? the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel do, and muſt die one after 
another, for they are but earthen Yefels,. that are 
ſoon broken in Pieces, and all Fleſh is as Graſs 


yet the Word of the Lord endureth: That liveth 
and abideth for ever. If our Bibles were to be 


buried in the Grave with your Miniſters, then Wwe 
ſhould mourn indeed; and who, or what could com- 
fort us? But this enduring Word may ſtill be our 
frag in the Houſe of our Pilgrim 
It will be a juſt 2 of x and Thankſ- 

giving, ng, if any of you can, in this . —.—— Time, 

che bleſſed Effects, before mentioned, of the 
Word, as pointed to, and inſiſted on by him, that 
is among you no longer. And are there none that 
can ſay of him, he was their ſpiritual Father, or at 


leaſt, their r Inſtructor? Have none of 


his Warnings and Cautions, none of his Admoni- 
tions and Reproofs, none of his Counſels and com- 
fortable Words, in the Courſe of fo many Years 
miniſtring among you, made ' ſome deep and abi- 
ding Imprefhons upon you? Are there no Seals of 
his Miniſtry. to be found in this Place? I hope 
there is good Fruit to be found, that ſhall turm to 
good Account: I hope there are many who can 
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indeed, conſidering 


As wethould take Comfort herein, fo it is our Du- 


that yet remain, and — 
and for their good Succeſs: Let all of us 
Hur ſeveral Stations, give all due Encourage 


look forward with Jay to that bleſſed Time, when 
dhe great Shepherd o 
we a Crown of Glory to his faithful under, 
epherds; and though you will never ſar the 
_ of your once beloved Paſtor morc in 
World, yet you will then ſee him, ang rejoige-with 
Im, and be found his Crown of rejoicing, his 
N vas wal his Joy in che Preſence of the LR, 
at ons 
And to n Les chicks. Marter.of (deen 
at, that God will continue a Succeſon of Mi 
niſters to the End of "Time, and the Refidue of 
the Spirit alſo. with the Lord.” It was one df 'the 
great Bleſſings our aſcending: Lord beſtowed on 
dhe Church, to give Paſtars, and Teachers, for the 
ort of the Minfiry; how much ſoever they. hat 
been, and may ſtill be deſpiſed. Ar is a Wonder 
* - rh — temporal Endou- 
magement any of us have, ow many Diſcow- 
ragements ſome do 52 with, that any ſhouid en- 


Diſſenters en will have a Chyrc „ani 
Mioiſters in that Church, to the End of Tino. 


22 that the Lord of che. Harveſt voulu 
forth Labourers into his Harveſt; and Aup- 
Plicate for large -Effuſions of che | Gifts and 
Graces. of the holy Spirit, upon choſe, Miniſters 
ſuch as are hr up, 

in 


and Aſſiſtance, to younger Miniſters, and che Can- 
didates for the Miniſtry z and not la Kron Temp- 


tations in their way, to förſake "a oughts 1 


the Miniſtry, or at leaſt amongſt us; in which, al- 
Sough they may find little Peace in their own 
| Minds, 


the Sheep ſhall-appear, an | 


1 Wm RV oo» 1 3 1 ans | Ks wongalt Wax ram W 


in. this Werk, edpecially imoog. rhe sit. 
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MAT A Wn, ir may Des than they ex- 
clened, | * 
hoped F oof in the . — and una- 
nimous Chotee o of one that ſhall ſucceed, and fill 
up the Room of your late Rever Paſtor, n6y 
with Cod; and it is m. Prayer for Lou, "which 
Moſes. mide for the J Faclt tes, B umb. hop 17. 
Let the Lord; the God of the, Spir 

ſet' a 8 over the. . 
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